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he promised the Volksrust people that he would do his best  to further
the desire of his fellow-countrymen, though the promise was qualified
by the statement that the Government would have to act with strict justice;
that it would have   to  protect vested  interests  and   accurately  define
the position of those who are already settled in the Colony, and would
also have to state what disqualifications those who might enter the country
in future would labour under.   All this is eminently satisfactory.   Any-
thing would be welcome to replace the present uncertainty, and if a just
intrcprctation is given to the term "vested interests", those who are al-
ready carrying on business in the Transvaal need not have any anxiety,
Unfortunately, however, the past does not inspire hope for the future,
The ill-fated Asiatics Traders' Commission has ma.de it clear as to what
the Government means by "vested  interests".    It would only respect
the trade of those British Indians who were actually carrying on trade
outside Locations   in the Transvaal "at, and immediately before, the
outbreak of war"*   We know what this means, and we know how the
Commissioners interpreted the expression. It would only protect a dozen
Asiatics who, leaving their trade intact at the time of war, went away
from the country owing to fear*   And if such is the interpretation to be
placed upon the term "vested interests", in the expressive words of the
Chief Justice of the Transvaal, the Government would again be taking
away with the other hand what it professed to give with the one hand,
The danger has been foreshadowed by His Excellency himself in stating
that the Government would protect the trade of British Indians only during
the lifetime of the present licence-holders.  A man engaged in trade knows
what this means, Certainty is very essential in all commercial transactions,
and seeing that life is very fickle, would there be merchants found who would
give any credit whatsoever to British Indian traders when the law informs
them that the traders who ask for credit have no security of tenure, and
that on their deaths their businesses would be abruptly closed?   How
such a doctrine can be reconciled with strict justice which His Excellency
would dole out to the Indians, it is difficult to understand.   We have,
therefore, reluctantly to take the intentions of the Government to do
justice with a great deal of reserve and caution.   Nor do the opinions His
Excellency has formed regarding the eltect of Indian trade on the white
trade afford  any ground for consolation. We respectfully protest against
His Excellency talking of the great influx of Asiatics when he must be well
aware with what rigidity the Peace Preservation Ordinance is being used
as a handle to keep out of the Colony even British Indians,   When the
Chinese Importation Ordinance was passing through the   Legislative
Council, it became necessary for the Government to shew that the Peace
Preservation Ordinance was being effectively used in order to keep out
all but txHw-fitk Asiatic refugees, A report was prepared by the Chief
Secretary for Permits which shewed that hardly any new-comer was allow-
ed to enter the Colony, aad that permits were only sparingly granted even
to refugees. It, therefore, seew rather bard and inconsistent that His